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Fareway Headquarters turned up the heat for the second annual Reppin’ The F Summer Bash! With seven standout 
athletes joining the celebration, the afternoon was packed with energy and excitement. Athletes enjoyed exclusive 
merch, sneak peeks at new products, mini mic interviews, trivia games, and a meal catered by our very own 
Beaverdale Meat Market. It was a perfect blend of fun, food, and Fareway pride!

REPPIN’ THE F SUMMER BASH

MARKETING HAPPENINGS
FAREWAY FOCUS
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STORE HAPPENINGS

882 ELDORA - CONSTRTUCTION UPDATES
On the top left, Kim King and Taylor Clemons pose in front of the new meat cases. In the top right, Cheryl Klosterman and Ella 
Clemons pose in front of the new produce cases. In the bottom photos, during the Iowa Wave Campaign, the week of August 
25th, Grocery Manager, Matt Gore, and Assistant Grocery Manager, Chris Glienke look at the framing and new case updates.
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258 DENVER - RIBBON CUTTING
Fareway celebrated the grand opening of its newly renovated store in Denver, Iowa. The store was acquired from Brother’s 
Market in March and has since undergone a full remodel.

“We’re proud to be part of the Denver community,” said CEO Reynolds Cramer. “Our team is ready to showcase our unmatched 
service and quality in a beautifully redesigned store.”

The in-store Ace Hardware, also renovated, will remain a tenant and share Fareway’s hours of operation.

Denver Mayor Rod Diercks welcomed the store, calling it “an investment in our community, economy, and future.”

257 LISBON - RIBBON CUTTING
Fareway celebrated the grand opening of its newly renovated store in Lisbon, IA. The location was acquired from Brother’s 
Market in March and has since undergone a full remodel.

Cabin Coff ee remains a tenant, and customers will enjoy a refreshed layout and modern updates throughout the store.

Lisbon City Administrator Brandon Siggins said, “This will not only benefi t our community but surrounding communities by 
attracting visitors to shop here in Lisbon.”
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STORE NEWS
NEW ADDITION TO THE FAREWAY FAMILY
John Snook, Assistant Manager at 059-1 Geneseo, and 
his wife, Zoe, welcomed their son, Bear Patrick Snook, on 
Monday July 14th, 2025.

PAINTBALL SHOWDOWN
Stores 043 Omaha and 215 Omaha North got together in late 
June and played paintball as a store outing. They had a large 
group and a lot of fun.

30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Congratulations to Angela Jensen for 30 Years of Service. 
Angela is currently the Scanning Coordinator at 019-1 Sioux  
City North.

STORE NEWS
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CENTERVILLE PANCAKE DAY
The Centerville Store participated in Centerville’s Pancake Day! Top photo pictured left to right: Keegan Dell, Tyler Lanphier 
(Grocery Manager), Jazmyn Dell, Kathleen Baughman, Larry Williams (Meat Manager), Owen Williams. Bottom left photo 
pictured left to right: Jocelyn Dell, Jazmyn Dell, Kathleen Baughman. Bottom right photo pictured left to right: Tyler Lanphier 
(Grocery Manager) and Larry Williams (Meat Manager).
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ICE CREAM PARTY
155 Huxley sponsored an ice cream party on the last night of 
Vacation Bible School for Ballard Creek Church. The people 
at Ballard Creek Church showed their appreciation with an 
awesome sign!

CLARINDA POWERADE DONATION
048 Clarinda ran a promotion alongside a Powerade special 
the week of August 4th. For every ten bottles of Powerade 
sold, Fareway donated five bottles to the Clarinda High School 
Football team. Thanks to their amazing customers, they were 
able to donate 300 bottles of Powerade to the team!

10,000 ONLINE ORDERS
Congratulations to Sarah Swigert on hitting 10,000 online 
orders picked for E-Commerce! Sarah started as an 
E-Commerce lead in Boone in April of 2021. She works full 
time at Fareway, and is a full time student at Iowa State! Nate 
Landas, Fareway Digital Commerce Manager, and Oscar Rivas, 
Senior Manager of E-Commerce Retail Operations, and former 
Boone Fareway employee came to tell Sarah congratulations!
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FAREWAY COMMUNITY COOKIES
To ring in the back-to-school season, our Fareway managers donated and delivered cookie trays to local schools to kick off  the 
fi rst week of school! #FAREWAYCOMMUNITYCOOKIES

STORE NEWS
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849 Emmetsburg384 Boone

247 Hull 699 Osceola
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ELDORA CONSTRUCTION CREW LUNCH
The Eldora store had the chance to feed the construction crew! The week of August 24th they were working on framing and 
installing the new coolers and refrigerated cases. 

MILLARD DAYS PARADE
043 Omaha participated in the Millard Days Parade for the first time, complete with Frank and two of the old-style Fareway cars.
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PINKY SWEAR FOUNDATION
Each month Fareway partners with Pinky Swear Foundation 
in helping kids with cancer and their families. One small part 
is giving a snack bag to every child, hoping it will provide a 
moment of comfort during this challenging time. Pictured 
is Will Golberg, 153 West Des Moines Store Manager, with 
Morgan from Blank Children’s Hospital delivering snack bags.
#LeadWithLove

FUELING THE FOOTBALL TEAM
On August 7th, Jason and Gage from 648 Ottumwa were 
thrilled to fuel the Ottumwa High School Football team with 
watermelon and chocolate milk after their practice, setting 
them up for a season of success.

MAQUOKETA HOMECOMING
Maquoketa employees dress their best and have a blast at 
Homecoming 2025!
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KING KARTER
Congratulations to Karter from the Le Mars Fareway on being 
crowned Homecoming King!

OELWEIN ROYALTY
Three Oelwein Fareway employees made Oelwein Community 
Schools homecoming court!

Alyssa Stewart (front row second from the right-white dress)

Keshaun Williams (3rd row far left)

Landon Dowd (3rd row far right)

MARSHALLTOWN ROYALTY
A big congratulations to Marshalltown employee, Sajko 
Matthew, for being crowned Homecoming Queen! 2024 
Homecoming King, Omar Castro, was happy to celebrate with 
his friend and coworker.
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SIZZLE FOR THE STATION
The Dyersville Fareway Store had a fundraiser cookout 
for the Dyersville Fire Department. The Fire Department 
grilled a pork chop from our very own meat market and the 
community enjoyed a pork chop meal with all the fixings. Over 
$3,800 was raised for the department. 

SUNBELT BAKERY TRUCK GIVEAWAY
In September, Fareway teamed up with Sunbelt Bakery for a 
fun and interactive in-store giveaway! Clues were shared on 
social media, leading customers to find the bright blue Sunbelt 
Bakery truck inside all stores and markets. Once spotted, 
shoppers scanned a QR code for a chance to win a year’s 
supply of Sunbelt Bakery Granola Bars!

20 YEARS OF SERVICE
Congratulations to Jim Laughlin for 20 Years of Service! Jim 
is at the Red Oak store nearly every morning unloading trucks 
and keeping the shelves stocked.
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HOLIDAY HARVEST PROGRAM
We’re proud to support the Holiday Harvest program for the 
third year in a row with our canned corn donation.

Thanks to this partnership, 2,500 Holiday Harvest Boxes will 
be packed and distributed to families across Siouxland. We’re 
honored to play a role in helping nourish our community 
during the holiday season.

PUMPKINFEST PARADE
166 Anamosa employees participated in the Pumpkinfest 
Parade on October 4th and had Fareway Frank there to  
join them!

STORE NEWS
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BASEHOR MAYOR’S GOLF OUTING
Store managers were in attendance Wednesday, September 
17th for the Basehor Mayor’s Golf Outing to benefit local 
charities in Basehor, Kansas. Pictured left to right is Chris 
Jorgenson, Market Manager; Kris Erdman, Grocery Manager; 
and Chad Hickcox, South Region Vice President, at the hole 
that Fareway sponsored for the event.
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CORPORATE CATCH-UP

TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ALUMNI NETWORK EVENT
On Wednesday, July 30th, multiple members of the Fareway IT department participated in the Technology Association of Iowa 
(TAI) Technology Leadership Institute (ITLI) Alumni Network event. The session, titled “Degrees, Certs & Credentials: What’s 
Right for Your Tech Career?”, explored the evolving landscape of professional development in the tech industry.

Stephen Morgan, VP of IT Operations, served as the moderator, guiding a dynamic panel conversation that kicked off the event. 
Nathan Kerns, EVP of Information Technology, volunteered as a panelist, sharing thoughtful insights into his personal approach 
to ongoing education—his contributions were widely appreciated by attendees.

Also representing Fareway and the ITLI alumni community were Zach Lane, Ken Bozer, and Corey Melhus, who joined the event 
to support the discussion and connect with fellow tech leaders.

CORPORATE CATCH-UP
FAREWAY FOCUS

DES MOINES CORPORATE GAMES
Jax Carstensen, Retail Support Technician, and Andy 
Hennigar, Retail Technical Manager, competed and placed in 
the Des Moines Corporate Games Biathlon.
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LEVI KIRKPATRICK
Congratulations to Social Media Manager, Hannah Kirkpatrick, 
and her family on welcoming their third baby boy into their 
family in July. Welcome to the world, Levi Charles Kirkpatrick!

IT INTERN WORKSHOP
This summer, Paul Vincent, IT Network Manger, ran a full day network bootcamp with the IT interns. The purpose was to give 
the interns an introduction to modern data networks and give them a glimpse of networking as a specialty. They covered the 
diff erences in various network hardware devices and their specialized purposes. They discussed the TCP/IP network model and 
some of its various protocols that enable home, enterprise, and internet networks to function. Finally, they walked through 
some network troubleshooting steps to identify and resolve basic network problems.

Ken Bozer, Senior Director of IT Portfolio/Programs, spent two hours in late July providing an overview of how technical work is 
managed at Fareway.  The interns came away with an appreciation for how their fi xing an outage or completing part of a project 
contributes to the big picture of all the work that the IT Organization is working on at any moment. Their clear communication 
with their manager helps to ensure that everyone is working on “The Right Work At The Right Time”.
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FAMILY TREE FARMS
Fourteen Fareway employees were selected to attend Family Tree Farms (FTF) Flavor Tech University in Reedley, California, 
July 28th-July 30th, 2025. In addition to receiving hands-on training in the orchards, our Fareway team learned firsthand about 
product development of new varieties, growing patterns, packing, and the logistics required to bring “the best at fresh” to our 
local produce departments.

The annual Family Tree Farms “soft fruit” training, conducted in collaboration with Fareway’s T&D Department, occurs on-site 
at FTF’s production facilities and farms. The generosity and hospitality of the Jackson family/FTF is much appreciated. This 
learning opportunity is something our employees look forward to each year.

Thank you to all who participated: Nic Steffen, 815-1-Cresco; Alexandira Kelly, 902-1-Hampton; Nathan Steines, 
625-1-Oskaloosa; Thomas Steinkamp, 950-1-Iowa City; Kris Kammerer, 093-1-North Ankeny; Nanouh DeJong, 232-1-West Des 
Moines; Jayden Carstensen, 247-1-Hull; Maddie Eicher, 073-1-Council Bluffs; Ryan Wiley, 461-1-Storm Lake; Nolan Williams, 
258-1 Denver; Ryan Picken, 190-1-Cedar Falls.

A special thanks to our Corporate team who served as chaperones on this trip: Ryan Kollasch, Supervisor; Bryan Greiner, 
Regional Vice President; Tom Laven, Senior Vice President Retail Operations.

CORPORATE CATCH-UP
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IGIA GRADUATES
The following individuals graduated from the Iowa Grocery 
Industry Association Leadership Institute in 2025:

Elias Johnson – Vice President – Corporate Outreach & 
Communications

Dustin Lechtenberg – Director – Market Operations

Stephen Morgan – Vice President – IT Operations

Madi Scott – Benefi ts Manager

Nicole Showers – Assistant Category Manager

Sarah Vodenik – Assistant Purchasing Manager

IGIA VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Wesson Kingma, Regional Supervisor, has been named the 
2025 Iowa Grocery Industry Association (IGIA) Volunteer 
of the Year. This prestigious honor recognizes Kingma’s 
outstanding commitment to service, leadership, and 
community involvement across the state of Iowa.

Kingma’s journey with Fareway began humbly at age 16, when 
he took his fi rst job as a courtesy clerk at the Pella store. Over 
the years, his dedication and leadership propelled him through 
the ranks—from Store Manager to his current role as Regional 
Supervisor, a position he’s held since 2020.

His volunteer eff orts span food drives, youth mentorship 
programs, and industry advocacy initiatives that have made a 
lasting impact across Iowa.

IOWA CUBS GAME
Part of the Retail Support Team enjoyed an outing to the Iowa 
Cubs game.
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PROMETHEUS AWARDS
The Technology Association of Iowa Prometheus Awards recognize outstanding achievements within the Iowa 
technology community. While attending the 2024 Prometheus Awards celebration, we realized that Fareway’s technology 
accomplishments were just as worthy of recognition as those of our peers. Furthermore, showcasing those accomplishments 
would serve as an important promotional and recruiting tool. When nominations opened for the 2025 awards, Fareway IT 
leaders partnered with Rob Stevenson, AVP of Employee Engagement, and Elias Johnson, VP of Corporate Outreach, to 
develop and execute our nomination campaign. The results were fantastic, with Fareway being selected as fi nalists in the 
categories of Emerging Technology Leader of the Year (Zach Lane, Director of Retail Systems), CISO of the Year (Corey 
Melhus, VP of Information Security), and CIO/CTO of the Year (Nathan Kerns, EVP of IT). We are honored by the selection 
and very excited for the opportunity to showcase Fareway to an audience composed of the most accomplished and infl uential 
technology leaders in our state.

CORPORATE CATCH-UP
FAREWAY FOCUS

AAF BOARD MEMBER
Taylor Blanchard, Senior Director of Marketing, has recently 
joined the American Advertising Federation (AAF) Board as 
the Membership Director. She looks forward to collaborating 
with fellow professionals and contributing to the growth of 
the marketing and advertising community. Taylor is especially 
excited to share her enthusiasm for marketing and education, 
and to help inspire and support the next generation of 
industry leaders.
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AMA VISIT
In August, Fareway’s Corporate Offi  ce welcomed the American Marketing Association Iowa for a special presentation 
featuring Iowa NOVA Award winners. Guest speakers from Meyocks, ARAG Legal Insurance, and UnityPoint Health Des Moines 
Foundation shared insights into the strategies behind their successful marketing campaigns, sparking engaging discussions and 
valuable connections.

The event brought together Fareway’s marketing team, interns, AMA members, and other industry professionals for 
an afternoon of learning and networking. Fareway is proud to support the AMA as a Platinum Sponsor, reinforcing our 
commitment to marketing excellence and community engagement.

Looking ahead, AMA members will return to our Corporate Offi  ce on November 5th for a keynote presentation by Fareway CEO 
Reynolds Cramer. He’ll share the leadership lessons that shaped his career and explore how values like community and service 
continue to drive Fareway’s success.

MAKE-A-WISH
Tiff any Jones, 16, from Boone is heading to Walt Disney 
World with her family. Fareway is honored to sponsor this 
Make-A-Wish. We hosted a celebration for her family and 
friends at our downtown Boone offi  ce complete with her 
favorite foods and drinks. We know she’s going to have the 
BEST time. #makeawish



85

FAREWAY HISTORICAL EXHIBIT
The Boone County Historical Society is proud to announce the grand reopening of its newly remodeled Fareway history 
exhibit, now on display at the Boone County History Center.

Members of the Boone County Historical Society joined staff from Fareway and local residents for a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on October 1st. This immersive exhibit celebrates the legacy of Fareway which opened its first store in Boone in 1938.

Visitors will discover a rich collection of original marketing fliers from Fareway’s earliest days, along with authentic artifacts 
used in the company’s original stores. From vintage uniforms and signage to early store equipment, the exhibit offers a 
nostalgic journey through the evolution of one of Iowa’s most iconic retailers.

“Fareway’s story began right here in Boone, and we’re honored to see that history preserved and celebrated,” Garrett Piklapp, 
President of Fareway Stores, Inc. said. “This exhibit is a tribute to the founders of our company and generations of employees 
and customers who helped shape Fareway’s values and success.”

The Boone History Center, located at 602 Story Street in Boone, is open to the public Thursday through Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. All are welcome to explore the exhibit and learn more about Fareway’s enduring impact on Iowa 
communities.

For more information, visit www.boonecountyhistory.org or call (515) 432-1907.

CORPORATE CATCH-UP
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BOONE PUFFERBILLY DAYS
Fareway proudly served as the presenting sponsor of the 
49th Annual Pufferbilly Days Festival, held September 19–21, 
2025, in Boone, Iowa. Pufferbilly Days honors Boone’s 
rich railroad heritage with a weekend full of family-friendly 
entertainment, live music, parades, contests, and local 
vendors.

Pictured: Cris Downey, ECM Administrative Manager; Sarah 
Vodenik, Assistant Purchasing Manager; and Kelli Shadle, 
CMMS/Fixed Asset Administrator with Fareway Frank.

STAYING CREATIVE
On September 9th, Graphic Designer, Mya Krapfl, participated 
in a panel discussion titled, “Staying Creative as an In-House 
Designer,” hosted by the American Advertising Federation. 
The event brought together a diverse group of creative 
professionals from across the Midwest to share insights, 
strategies, and personal experiences.

Mya offered her perspective on the unique challenges and 
rewards of working in-house—highlighting how to keep ideas 
fresh while navigating brand guidelines, and how to stay 
inspired in fast-paced, deadline-driven environments. 

IOWA HEALTHIEST STATE ANNUAL WALK
On October 1st, employees laced up their sneakers and took 
part in the Iowa Healthiest State Annual Walk—a statewide 
initiative encouraging Iowans to walk for 30 minutes to 
promote physical, mental, and social well-being.
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SUPPLIER SUMMIT
On September 30th, Fareway proudly hosted its annual Supplier Summit at the FFA Enrichment Center in Ankeny, Iowa, bringing 
together over 250 supplier partners for a day of connection, collaboration, and forward-thinking strategy.

The day kicked off with a warm welcome and opening remarks from Elias Johnson, who set the tone by acknowledging our 
valued partners and outlining the day’s agenda. Elias also led a heartfelt session on Fareway’s charitable giving, spotlighting our 
support for organizations like Variety – the Children’s Charity, MDA, Easter Seals, and Ronald McDonald House, reinforcing our 
commitment to leading with love.

A highlight of the summit was the presentation of the Partner of the Year Award to Tyson Foods, with Matt Elthon and Erin 
Wisecup recognizing their outstanding innovation, collaboration, and results. Additional supplier spotlights showcased the 
power of partnership in driving success.

Throughout the day, attendees gained valuable insights from Fareway leaders:

•	 Marketing Strategies with Taylor Blanchard and Kris Schmidt, focusing on tools, platforms, and  
data-driven decision-making.

•	 Category Trends & Insights from Andrea Chase and Cory Meiners , exploring shifts in consumer behavior,  
data sharing, and sampling.

•	 Promotional Activity Opportunities led by Nick Huberty and Clint Jenkins , covering programs like  
Frank’s Sizzling Deals, Simple Savings, TPRs, and Weekly Ads.

After a networking break, CEO Reynolds Cramer shared Fareway’s 2025 Vision & Strategy, outlining key initiatives and growth 
opportunities aligned with supplier success.

The afternoon featured interactive panel discussions with Fareway leadership, including Reynolds Cramer, Bret Wiltse, Mike 
McCormick, and Garrett Piklapp, offering candid insights and fostering open dialogue.

The summit concluded with closing remarks from Bret Wiltse, summarizing key takeaways and expressing gratitude to all 
attendees. The day wrapped up with a networking session, giving partners the chance to connect with Fareway leadership  
and peers.
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